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Sixth Form Subject Guide 
 

 

 

Biology  Law 

Business Mathematics 

Chemistry Media Studies 

Computer Science  Music 

Dance PE 

Drama Philosophy and Ethics 

DT: Design Engineering, Product Design 

 

Photography 

Economics  Physics  

English Language Psychology  

English Literature Sociology  

Fine Art Spanish  

French  Textiles 

Further Maths BTEC Applied Science  

Geography  BTEC Business 

Government and Politics BTEC Child Development  

German  Certificate and Diploma in Food and Nutrition  

Graphics Cambridge Technicals in IT 

History  BTEC Sport  
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Biology 
COURSE CODE 

AS Level 601/4624/2  7401                                                   

A Level                     601/42625/4  7402 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

If you are taking treble science 

¶ 6 or above in GCSE Biology and  

¶ an average of 6 or above in Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs and 

¶ 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 

If you are taking combined science 

¶ 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science and 

¶ 6 or above in the Biology exams taken as part of your GCSE Combined Science 

¶ 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN? 

The AS course is divided into four main areas: 

3.1 Biological Molecules -  monomers, polymers, carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, enzymes, DNA, RNA, 

ATP and water. 

3.2 Cells -  eukaryotic, prokaryotic, microscopy, cell cycle, cell division, transport across membranes, 

cell recognition and immune system. 

3.3 Organisms exchange substances with their environment -  SA: Volume, gas exchange, digestion 

and absorption and mass transport. 

3.4 Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms -  DNA genes and 

chromosomes, protein synthesis, genetic diversity, taxonomy, species diversity. 

 

The A2 course is divided into four main areas: 

3.5 Energy transfers in and between organisms -  photosynthesis, respiration, energy and ecosystems 

and nutrient cycles. 

3.6 Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environment -  survival and response, 

receptors, control of heart. 

3.7 Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems -  inheritance of characteristics, populations, 

evolution, speciation, studying populations in ecosystems. 

3.8 The control of gene expression -  DNA and proteins, gene expression, genome projects, gene 

technologies. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

AS Level 

¶ Paper 1 -  1 hr 30 mins 75 marks, 50% of AS mark and covers any section of AS course.  

¶ Paper 2 -  1 hr 30 mins 75 marks, 50% of AS mark and covers any section of AS course.  

A Level 

¶ Paper 1 -  2 hours, 35% of A2 mark and covers AS topics 1-4. 

¶ Paper 2 -  2 hours, 35% of A2 mark and covers A2 topics 5-8. 

¶ Paper 3 -  2 hours, 30% of A2 mark and covers all AS topics and A2 topics 1-8. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Degrees in Biological Sciences, Medicine, Veterinary Sciences, Biochemistry, Physiotherapy, Sport and 

Exercise Science, Physiology, Natural Sciences and many more. 

 

CAREER INFORMATION 

Biology is an excellent choice of subject for people who want a career in health and clinical professions, 

such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, sport science, pharmacy, optometry, 

nursing, zoology, botany, marine biology or forensic science. 
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EXTRA COSTS 

£400 (approximately) for field course in the summer term of Year 12. Approximately £40 for textbook, 

revision guide, exam practice workbook, maths skills guide and Biological Sciences Review Subscription. 
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Business 
 

COURSE CODE 

AS Level AQA 7131 

A Level                     AQA 7132 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

¶ 5 in GCSE English Language or English Literature and 5 in GCSE Maths.  

¶ 5 in GCSE Business if studied. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN? 

The study of strategic decision making should build on the study of decision making in the functional 

areas. Students will also be asked to consider: 

¶ Financial performance measures. 

¶ The influences of corporate social responsibility, ethical and environmental issues. 

¶ The difficulties in forecasting future trends. 

¶ The impact on stakeholders of strategic decisions and their response to such decisions. 

All topics lend themselves to studying and engaging with the business world. The specification and 

assessment should encourage students to follow business developments and think critically about 

contemporary business issues. Most of the assessment material is based on real business situations. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

A Level 

Assessment is based on knowledge, application, analysis and evaluation. There are three external 

exams: 

¶ Paper 1: Business 1 (two hour written exam worth 100m and 33% of the course). 

¶ Paper 2: Business 2 (two hour written exam, worth 100m and 33% of the course).Three data 

response compulsory questions worth approximately 33 marks each and made up of three or 

four part questions.  

¶ Paper 3: Business 3 (two hour written exam, worth 100m and 33% of the course). One 

compulsory case study followed by approximately six questions. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

You could go on to university to study a Business Management, Economics, Marketing, HR or Finance 

related degree. Alternatively work as an apprentice in HR, finance or marketing. Some students may be 

very enterprising and with their acquired business skills will set-up in business. 

 

CAREER INFORMATION 

Business can help you in whatever career you decide to follow. Specifically it will help in: Accountancy, 

Banking, Marketing, Human Resources, Production, Economics, Education, or Law. 

 

EXTRA COSTS 

AQA A Level Business textbook: Surridge and Gillespie 

  



 
 

5 

 

Chemistry 
 

COURSE CODE 

AS Level Edexcel 8CH01 

A Level                     Edexcel 9CH01 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

¶ 6 or above in GCSE Chemistry (Treble Science) or a 6 or above in the Chemistry exams in GCSE 

Combined Science AND 

¶ 6-6 or above in GCSE Combined Science or an average of a 6 or above in Treble Science (i.e. an 

average of 6 or above in Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs) AND 

¶ 6 or above in GCSE Maths. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU LEARN? 

This course will try to give you the skills and understanding to make decisions about the way chemistry 

affects your everyday life by studying a wide range of topics including: Atomic structure and the Periodic 

Table, Bonding and Structure, Redox, Inorganic Chemistry and the Periodic Table, Formulae, Equations 

and Amounts of Substance, Organic Chemistry, Modern Analytical Techniques, Energetics, Kinetics, 

Equilibrium, Acid-base Equilibria, Transition Metals. 

 

In addition, Chemistry allows you to develop a range of generic skills requested by both employers and 

universities. You will build up a range of practical skills that require creativity and accuracy. As you 

become more skilled you will take responsibility for selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative 

methods, recording your observations and findings accurately and precisely as well as critically 

analysing and evaluating the methodology, results and impact of your �R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�[���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W�D�O���D�Q�G��
investigative activities. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

AS Level 

Two 1 hour and 30 minute papers containing a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended 

writing;  

¶ Paper 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry  

¶ Paper 2: Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry. 

 

A Level 

Two 1 hour and 45 minute papers containing a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended 

writing;  

¶ Paper 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry. 

¶ Paper 2: Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry. 

One 2 hour and 30 minute paper containing a mixture of multiple choice, short answer and extended 

writing;  

¶ Paper 3: General and Practical Principles in Chemistry. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry in Combination, Medicine, Veterinary Science, 

Pharmacology, Physiology, Biochemistry, Bioscience, Biological Sciences, Food Science, Geology. 

 

CAREER INFORMATION 

Chemistry is essential for careers in the chemical industry (R&D production, sales etc.) medicine, 

veterinary science, chemical engineering, forensic science and pharmacy. It will also be an asset to 

anyone wanting to pursue a career in environmental science, quality control, analysis. 

 

EXTRA COSTS 

You will need to cover the cost of an exam board specific text book and revision guide. 














































































